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ABOUT 
DOWNTOWN COLORADO, INC.
Colorado's Downtown Champion since 1982
We are the Doers. 
We are committed to building downtowns that are prosperous, 
equitable, creative, and welcoming. United in cause, we are 
Colorado’s downtown champions. 

Downtown Colorado, Inc. provides five core services to 
organizations and individuals engaged in downtown + 
commercial district development: 
• Advisory Services
• Educational Events
• Advocacy and Information
• BID, DDA, URA Formation+ Training Assistance 
• Colorado Challenge Program



MEMBERSHIP
We are a clearing house of resources for local 
governments, quasi-governmental, and nonprofit 
and private sector partners serving as champions for 
town centers, commercial districts, and downtowns.  

PROGRAMS 
ADVISORY SERVICES 
When our members have a challenge, they call on DCI 
to investigate and develop a plan of action 
TAX INCREMENT FINANCING
We provide education, best practices, and network 
connections to Colorado’s downtown development 
authorities (DDAs) + urban renewal authorities (URAs) 
IN THE GAME  + OTHER COOL EVENTS
We convene members and partners to engage, learn, 
and play together through educational and fun events.  

COLORADO CHALLENGE ACCELERATOR PROGRAM
We help turn challenges to opportunities and 
investigate how to get your projects done.  



“PEOPLE ARE LONGING 
FOR A PLACE NOT ONLY 
TO LIVE, BUT ALSO TO

LOVE.”
Peter 

Kageyama



Explore Erie + Louisville Case Studies
• Impacts 
• Vision 
• Financing  
• Remediation  
• Current Status

PURPOSE TODAY



IMPACTS 
OF MINING
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Louisville Mining History

1900 - Electricity comes to Louisville and plays an important role in connecting the growing 
town to neighboring coal towns, Boulder, and Denver.

1880 - The Welch Mine is the largest coal mine in the state. But by the end of the decade, 
Louisville miners are locked in conflict with profit-seeking investors over workers’ rights 
and the stress of a volatile coal market.
1890 - The opening of new mines means demand for new workers. The creation of numerous 
independent mine companies means Louisville resists becoming a company town and 
instead is able to establish a business district with family-owned shops and services.

1910 - Increasing tensions between coal miners and distant mine owners leads to the rise of 
labor unions. Beginning with the Long Strike and ending with World War I and the 1918 
influenza epidemic, Louisville is pulled into national events and their consequences.
1950 - 1950 - As the last mines close, Louisville is faced with transitioning from the end of the 
coal mining era to a bedroom community for the nearby Rocky Flats Nuclear Facility.
1955 - The last mine closes in Louisville.

1877 - Louis Nawatny, working for Charles C. Welch, opens the Welch Coal Mine, the first 
of over 20 mines that will operate in the Louisville area.
1878 - Louisville is founded when Louis Nawatny purchases 30 acres of land from the US 
government and plats the town of Louisville, naming the town after himself.



Louisville Mining History



Louisville Mining History
Louisville Mines

Mine Shaft Landfills and 
Dumping Grounds
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Erie Mining History



1877 - Erie's population is about 600. Coal miners strike in Erie, beginning the 'Erie War'.

Mining was the most significant industry in 19th- and early 20th-century Colorado. 

What spurred the advance of coal mining was the revitalization of metal mining in the late 1860s, 
coupled with the first railroad construction in Colorado.

1871 - Original plat for Erie was filed, following the establishment of the Briggs Mine, the first commercial 
coal mine in Weld County.  The Boulder Valley Railroad laid track to the new town of Erie and stimulated 
development of the Northern Coalfield. Soon, coal from Erie was being shipped by rail to Denver and as 
far east as Kansas City.  The Boulder Valley Mine became Colorado's largest producer for a time, and the 
coal industry grew strongly, based on the renewed output from the field. Erie became the most important 
coal town in Colorado.

1874 - The Town of Erie was was laid out and incorporated on November 16, 1874.  

1910 - Northern Coal Fields labor strikes close all mines of the Northern Colorado coal fields. The 
strike lasts for four years.  At its peak, there were 38 coal mines in what is now the Town of Erie.

1946 - The Columbine Mine closes. The demand for coal is dropping nationwide.

2000 - Erie's street paving is completed and a Coal Miner Memorial was dedicated in front of 
Town Hall in memory of the Coal Miners of Erie and the Northern Coal fields.

1978 - One of the last operating mines in the Erie area, the Eagle Mine, discontinues operations.

Erie Mining History
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Erie Mining History

2023: 36,835



COMMUNITY 
VISION



DELO, LOUISVILLE
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PROJECT 
FINANCING













REMEDIATION







CURRENT PROJECT 
STATUS



DeLo
● 190 residential units
○ 60 townhomes
○ 130 apartments

● 31,066 sf of office / restaurant / 
retail uses

● City-owned greenway
● True public-private partnership
○ tax-incentive financing
○ regionally based infrastructure 

improvements strategy with the 
implementation of Urban 
Renewal Authority funding,

○ off-site improvements to 
minimize adverse development 
impacts.





ERIE TOWN CENTER FOUR CORNERS





ERIE TOWN CENTER FOUR CORNERS



ERIE TOWN CENTER FOUR CORNERS



Q + A



May 2  2024 Co Brownfields Communities Grant Writing Workshop
May 6-10 Economic Development Week
May 8 Intro to the Colorado Challenge Accelerator Program 
May 8  Planning with Creative Corridors, Colorado Creative Industry
June 14 Retail Strategies + Cross Collaboration, Grand Junction
June 18 TIF Markets + Legislative Updates, Colorado Municipal League
June 20 Tiny Town Solutions, Colorado Municipal League
Aug 22 Metro Mobile Tour
Oct 24  Annual Tax Increment Finance Summit, Pueblo

UPCOMING EVENTS 



May 
• Economic Development Week
• Recruiting Retail

June
• Defining the Strategy to Boost Community Buy In
• Shaping Policy to Fit the Community Vision

July
• Project Financing
• Getting Creative with your Capital Stack

August
• Public-Private Partnerships
• Small but Mighty Development

UPCOMING WEBINARS 



CONTACT 
DOWNTOWN COLORADO, INC.
WEBSITE
www.DowntownColoradoInc.org

EMAIL ADDRESS
outreach@downtowncoloradoinc.org

PHONE NUMBER
303.282.0625

FAX
J/K



THANK YOU
www.downtowncoloradoinc.org


