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What we regulate:

● Amusement Rides
● Boilers
● Conveyances
● Explosives
● 811 Safety Commission

● Petroleum
o Compliance
o Remediation
o Storage Tank Fund



Petroleum Storage Tanks we 
Regulate

• UST's >110 gallons

A few notable exemptions: 
On-site heating oil tanks.  
Farm tanks 1,100 gallons or less.
Process flow-through tanks. 

• AST's between 660 and 39,999 gallons

A few notable exemptions:         
Tanks on farms or residential properties.
Tanks associated with oil or gas 
production.
On-site heating oil tanks.

Tanks at construction sites.
• LPG, CNG, and LNG tanks



Petroleum Storage Tank Fund (PSTF)

● Annual Registration fee $35 per tank allows access to 
(PSTF), including tanks in temporary closure

● PSTF could potentially reimburse up to $2 million for 
clean-up of a regulated petroleum release.



Eligibility to the Fund



Petroleum Storage Tank Committee  
(PSTC) Policy 29

● $1 per gallon stored 
onsite, up to $30,000 tank 
removal incentive for 
underground storage 
tanks

● Submit a 10 Day Notice of 
Intent Form

● Submit tank removal 
inspection

● 90-Days to Submit P.29 
Reimbusement Form



Policy 29 Incentive Waiver

The $10,000 deductible may be waived if a new release is 
found at the time of UST Removal and no new tanks are 
being installed



Petroleum Cleanup & Redevelopment 
Fund (PCRF)

● Established in 2014 from settlements and fines to address 
Remediation sites that are not eligible for the the PSTF 
undergoinging redevelopment

● Voluntary program (reimbursement)
● Sites that are typical
○ Pre-1988 Releases
○ Other non-regulated UST
petroeluem sites.



PCRF Highlights

● No cost to apply
● Up to $10,000 for tank removal 

minimum of $2,000
● $50,000 for assessment  with 

a 10% match by the applicant
● Up to $500,000 with a 50% 

match by the applicant



PCRF Application Process

ü Not Eligible to the PSTF

ü Applicant Must own the 
Property 

ü Current or historic utilization 
of petroleum storage tanks.

ü Describe future 
redevelopment/reuse of the 
property



Positive Impacts



Future of PCRF?

v August 8th - $500,000  
can be to be 
transferred back to 
PCRF from the 
PSTF!!

v Excited to Continue 
Acceptance of 
Applications!



Contact Information:
Mary KV White, Petroleum Remediation Supervisor 

720-584-5101
marykv.white@state.co.us

Michelle Howard, PCRF Outreach
720-326-1984

michelle.howard@state.co.us

mailto:marykv.white@state.co.us
mailto:michelle.howard@state.co.us


THE BIPARTISAN 
INFRASTRUCTURE LAW 
& BROWNFEILDS 
REDEVELOPMENT 

Christin Russell, U.S. EPA Region 8 
Brownfields Project Manager



A Brownfield is a property, the expansion, redevelopment, 
or reuse of which may be complicated by the presence or 
potential presence of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or 
contaminant. 



v Provides $1.5 billion in additional Brownfields funding
§ $ 1.2 billion in additional project grants over 5 years (three-fold 

increase in grant funding)

 
v The largest single investment in US Brownfields infrastructure

v With the objective of creating 154,000 jobs and stimulating $30 
billion in public/private funding

v Increased funding for non-competitive brownfield assessments

v Increased funding for non-competitive site assessments, site 
design, and financial planning technical assistance

THE BIPARTISAN INFRASTRUCTURE LAW 
(BIL)/ INFRASTRUCTURE INVESTMENT AND 
JOBS ACT (IIJA)



BROWNFIELDS PROGRAM GRANTS
v Additional grant programs offering a total of $1.2 billion in new 

Brownfield grants over 5 years

v EPA competitive grants solicitations normally begin in October 
each year, please visit: https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/types-
epa-brownfield-grant-funding 

v Infrastructure-specific grant solicitations will likely continue for 
three more years

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/types-epa-brownfield-grant-funding
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/types-epa-brownfield-grant-funding


MULTIPURPOSE GRANTS
v For local governments, states, tribes and nonprofits to plan, assess 

and cleanup sites

v No cost share with BIL/IIJA funding

v Applicant must hold fee simple title for property identified for 
cleanup

v Up to $800k/grant



ASSESSMENT GRANTS
v For local governments, states, tribes and nonprofits to determine 

extent of contamination and plan revitalization at brownfield 
sites.

v No cost share

v Up to $1M for Coalitions & $500k for Community-wide

v Up to $2M/grant for states and tribes



CLEANUP GRANTS
v For local governments, states, tribes and nonprofits to clean up 

contamination at brownfield sites.

v No cost share

v Single site or multiple site grant options

v Must be owner and not responsible for contamination

v Applicants may request $500k, $1M, or $2M

v Potential for higher grant dollars in next year’s solicitation



REVOLVING LOAN FUND GRANTS
v For local governments, states, tribes and nonprofits to provide 

loans and subgrants for the cleanup of contamination and 
revitalization of brownfield sites. 

v No cost share with BIL funding

v Up to $1M/grant for new grantees

v Existing grantees may be eligible for supplemental grants



JOB TRAINING GRANTS
v Funding for nonprofits, local governments, community colleges, and 

other eligible organizations to recruit, train, and place unemployed 
and under-employed residents of areas affected by the presence of 
brownfield sites

v  No cost share

v Up to $500k/grant



TARGETED BROWNFIELD 
ASSESSMENTS (TBAs)

v EPA provides environmental assessments and cleanup planning 
free of charge to communities and non-profits.

 
v Phase 1/Phase 2 site assessment and cleanup planning

v  Applications accepted year-round with easy online form

v  Significant increased TBA funding available

v  A great way for new communities to get involved in 
brownfields

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/forms/region-8-targeted-brownfields-assessments


LAND REVITALIZATION TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE

v Direct technical assistance from EPA for existing brownfield 
projects.

v Assistance includes community visioning and engagement, 
site design, market studies, and project financial planning

v Applications accepted year-round with assistance from EPA 
project managers

v Significant increased funding for land revitalization technical 
assistance



v Identify possible brownfield sites for assessment and cleanup

v Utilize EPA’s TBA program: https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/forms/region-
8-targeted-brownfields-assessments 

v Consider applying for grant funding & visit our Brownfields page for more 
helpful information: https://www.epa.gov/brownfields 

v Reach out to EPA partners, including the Technical Assistance to Brownfields 
Program at Kansas State at https://www.ksutab.org/ and Hazardous 
Materials Training and Research Institute at https://brownfields-toolbox.org/

v Attend the 2023 National Brownfields Training Conference this August: 
https://brownfields2023.org/ 

Actions to take advantage of these 
historic revitalization opportunities

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/forms/region-8-targeted-brownfields-assessments
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/forms/region-8-targeted-brownfields-assessments
https://www.epa.gov/brownfields
https://www.ksutab.org/
https://brownfields-toolbox.org/
https://brownfields2023.org/


Christin Russell, U.S. EPA Region 8

Russell.Christin@epa.gov

303-312-6483

https://www.epa.gov/brownfields/r8



SHOW ME THE MONEY!
2023 Colorado Brownfield Conference

Mr. Fonda Apostolopoulos, P.E.
State Project Officer/Voluntary Cleanup Coordinator

Colorado Department of Public Health and 
Environment (CDPHE)

Fonda.Apostolopoulos@State.CO.US
303-692-3411



What I Will Talk About
Voluntary Cleanup Program (VCUP); many 
assistance monies are linked to VCUP

State Assistance Monies; Phase I’s, Cleanup 
Grants, Revolving Loan Fund, State Tax 
Credits



Environmental Soil Testing

• More than 2,100 samples
• More than 1,100 bores

May 30, 2023



5/30/2023 4

Actual Debris Removed
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Why Did VCUP Come About?

Banks: Provide Loans Without Fear of 
Superfund Liability
Help Frustrated Landowners Deal With 
Perceived Environmental Problems By 
Providing an Agency To Address them
Mechanism for Private Sector to Deal With 
Environmental Problems in Timely Fashion



How Is The Program Set UP

Submit an Application with Fee
Very Similar to Phase I and Phase II
Site Must Be Fully Characterized (soil, 

groundwater, indoor air)
Either the Site Needs to Be Cleaned or It 
Doesn’t
Applicant Does Work Overseen By their 
Own Qualified Environmental Consultant



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Property had low level of voc’s (couldn’t determine if it was from the dry cleaner across the street or one that was on the property), TPH soils above 500 ppb, asbestos in soil (around residence; siding?).Materials Management Plan for site; TPH soils removed, asbestos I soils were fully characterized and removed, Subslab depressurization system for residential area; not active (elevated voc were borderline for indoor air; commercial on ground floor).



How Does VCRA Help You 
Redevelop Contaminated Sites?

45 Day Application Review
Allows Cleanups Suitable for 
Proposed Land Use (Risk-
Based)
Protection Under MOU with 
EPA (after Certified & Notice)
Truly Voluntary
Staff Available for Discussing 
Preliminary Plans



Types of Submittals

No Action Determination

Voluntary Cleanup Plan



No Action Determination (NAD)

Sites Do Not Pose a Risk Under 
Proposed Land Use
Risk Pathways Have Been 
Evaluated
Contaminated Aquifer Situation



Voluntary Cleanup Plan

Risk-Based Cleanup
Evaluate Risk Pathways
Risk Assessment for Some Cases
Materials Management Plans

Self-Certification



Specific Exclusions
Underground Storage Tank Sites 
(Post December 1988)
RCRA Treatment Storage or Disposal 
(TSD) Facilities and Corrective 
Action Sites (Post 1980)
Listed or Proposed NPL Sites 
Site Subject to Orders Under the 
Clean Water Act

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Does not mean CERCLISDrainage Adits can be permittedNO Seeps, No Buy-off on Water Issues



What Does It Take?

Voluntary Cleanup Program 
(https://cdphe.colorado.gov/hm/voluntary-
cleanup)

$2,000 Review Fee

One Bound Hard-Copy and one E-copy



What Do You Get?
No Action Determination Approval:
Based upon the information submitted...it is 

the opinion of the CDPHE that no further 
action is required to assure that this 
property, when used for the purposes 
identified in the No Action Petition, is 
protective of existing and proposed uses 
and does not pose an unacceptable risk to 
human health or the environment.



What Do You Get (cont.)

Voluntary Cleanup Approval:
Based upon the information submitted...it 

is the opinion of CDPHE that upon 
completion of the Voluntary Cleanup 
Plan no further action is required to 
assure that this property when used for 
the purposes identified in the Voluntary 
Cleanup Plan, is protective of existing 
and proposed uses and does not pose 
an unacceptable risk to human health or 
the environment.



What Do We Get?
Sites Cleaned Up that Normally Would 
Not Be Addressed
Provide Protection of Public Health and 
Environment
Foster Transfer, Redevelopment and 
Reuse of Contaminated Properties



 User Friendly 
Mechanism for 
Redevelopment of 
Contaminated Properties

 Tools to get the job done!





State  Brownfield Tax Credits
Up to $525,000; Rural areas up to 
$675,000; 40% of first $750K, 30% of 2nd

$750K; Rural 50% of first $750K, 40% of 
2nd $750K
Must be enrolled in VCUP
Due to fiscal note, you must coordinate at 
time of application; first come, first served.
Work must be completed by December 31, 
2024; State will have to reauthorize 
program for post 12/31/2024



How To Apply for Tax Credits
You have to notify VCUP at the time of the 
application with a letter showing the 
amount of applicable remediation costs to 
be placed on a list and when work will be 
completed (year for the fiscal note).
As long as funds are available ($3Million 
fiscal note for each year), you will be placed 
on an approved amount list.
Must meet with project officer and time of 
submittal.



Phase I State Assistance
Only Municipalities and Non-Profits can 
apply.
Joint ventures involving municipalities and 
for profit can be eligible.
If in the process of buying a property, make 
sure the Phase I is performed within six 
months prior to purchase to be considered a 
Bonfide Prospective Purchaser; *this is 
linked to Federal monies.



State Cleanup Grants
The state has up to $250,000 in cleanup 
grant monies.
Municipalities and Non Profits eligible.
Grants are graded upon benefits to the 
environment, exposure pathways, end use of 
the property, benefits to the community.
First come first served.  Notifications dates 
varies upon amount of financing available.



Brownfields Revolving Loan 
Fund

As a public-private partnership, the 
Colorado Brownfields Revolving Loan 
Fund encourages the cleanup of unused 
or underused contaminated properties 
by offering financing with reduced 
interest rates, flexible loan terms and 
flexibility in acceptable forms of 
collateral. 



Brownfields Revolving Loan 
Fund (continued).

All cleanups financed through the fund 
must have previous approval under the 
Voluntary Cleanup Program. The 
Colorado Housing and Finance 
Authority serves as financial manager 
for the Revolving Loan Fund, but 
doesn’t vote on where to allot the 
fund.



Current Funding Available
Currently we have ~$6.5 Million available
Private entities can apply!
All loans go through the Colorado Housing 
Authority for financial approval.
All projects must have an approved VCUP 
to be eligible for funding.
Short term loans (typically 2-5 years), to 
deal with remediation before you can get a 
construction loan.



References
VCUP & Tax Credit Questions:
Fonda.Apostolopoulos@state.co.us
Targeted Brownfield Assessment 
Questions:
Mark.Rudolph@state.co.us
Revolving Loan Fund Questions:
Doug.Jamison@state.co.us
State Cleanup Grant Questions: 

Kyle.Sandor@state.co.us
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